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Assignment 1
Read and Annotate Text:

 How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster
Read Thomas C. Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor. As you read, write a one-sentence 
summary of each chapter, illustrating Foster’s main point for that chapter. This will become a study 
guide you’ll be able to use all year when we read works together.
 
Assignment 2

Read and Annotate TWO Required Texts: 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

Read and Annotate Your Choice of ONE additional text from the list below. 
Exit West by Mohsin Hamid

The Shipping News by Anne Proulx

Read and annotate all THREE novels. As you annotate, consider the themes below. Your annotations for 
these themes will help you prepare for the in-class essays you will write about each of the three novels 
when you return to school. 

 
Themes for Consideration: 

The Past
How does a person’s past influence his or her thoughts, opinions, and/or actions in the present? 
Annotate your novel to show how one or more characters contend with aspects of the past.  
Internal Conflict
What causes internal conflict? Look for ways in which characters feel torn between two compelling 
desires, obligations, or influences. 
Deception/Betrayal 
How does deception and/or betrayal function in the novel? Annotate your novel to show who deceives 
or betrays whom and why. Note how and why the deception or betrayal impacts others. 
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Assignment 3
Choose at least five (5) chapters from Thomas C. Foster’s book and apply them to ONE of the novels you 
selected.  For each of the five selected points in Foster’s book, choose a corresponding passage from 
you novel that demonstrates it, and write a paragraph explanation. Include appropriate citations for 
quotes. This assignment must be typed and submitted on paper (MLA format) on the first day of class. 

Summer Reading Essay Modified AP Essay Rubric and Grading Scale
College 
Board 
Score

Grade Explanation

9-8 100-
94

These well-written essays clearly demonstrate an understanding of the topic and have chosen an 
appropriate work of literature and appropriate element(s) (character, theme, tone, plot device, etc.) within 
that work. They address the topic convincingly with apt references. Superior papers will be specific in their 
references, cogent in their explications, and free of plot summary that is not relevant to the topic. These 
essays need not be without flaw, but they must demonstrate the writer’s ability to discuss a literary work 
with insight and understanding and to control a wide range of the elements of effective composition.

7-6 90-86 These essays also choose a suitable work of literature and analyze the appropriate elements. These papers, 
however, are less thorough, less perceptive or less specific than that of 9-8 papers. Though they are not as 
convincing in their discussion, these essays are generally well-written; however, they have less maturity and 
control than the top papers. They demonstrate the writer’s ability to analyze a literary work, but they reveal 
a less sophisticated analysis and less consistent command of the elements of effective writing than essays 
scored in the 9-8 range.

5 81 Superficiality characterizes these essays. They choose an appropriate element from a suitable work, but the 
explanation is vague or over-simplified. The discussion may be pedestrian, mechanical, or inadequately 
related to the topic. Typically, these essays reveal simplistic thinking and/or immature writing. They usually 
demonstrate inconsistent control over the elements of college-level composition and are not as well 
conceived, organized, or developed as the upper-half papers; the writing, however, is sufficient to convey 
the writer’s ideas.

4-3 75-60 These lower-half papers may not have chosen an appropriate element or suitable text, or they may have 
failed to address the topic. Their analysis may be unpersuasive, perfunctory, underdeveloped, or misguided. 
Their discussion may be inaccurate or not clearly related to the chosen element. The writing may convey 
the writer’s ideas, but it reveals weak control over such elements as diction, organization, syntax, and 
grammar. These essays may contain significant misinterpretations of the text, inadequate supporting 
evidence, and/or paraphrase and plot summary rather than analysis.

2-1 55-50 These essays compound the weakness of essays in the 4-3 range. They seriously misread or fail to 
comprehend the novel or the play (or the question itself), choose an inappropriate element, or seriously 
misinterpret the topic or the function of the element in the work they have chosen. In addition, they are 
poorly written on several counts, including many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics, or they are 
unacceptably brief. Although the writer may have made some effort to answer the question, the argument 
presented has little clarity or coherence. Essays that are especially vacuous, ill-organized, illogically argued 
and/or mechanically unsound should be scored 1.

0 0 This is a response with no more than a reference to the task, a blank response, or one that is unrelated to 
the assignment.


